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| . ACE PROGRAM

Philip Bailey - Siewkee Beh - Myles Grogan - Aki Arakawa

ACE appointed Philip Bailey as a Specially Appointed Lecturer, addressing staffing
concerns from the previous academic year. The primary goals for the 2023 academic
year were to offer additional support to students, particularly in the areas of EIKEN

preparation, teacher recruitment interview tests, and practical English conversation.

1. EIKEN Preparation System:

A structured EIKEN preparation system was implemented to cater to the needs of
students actively engaging in EIKEN studies. The system was managed using an
online form, in which students gave their details, stated test section preferences, and
selected time slots for practice sessions. The system was advertised through campus
posters and online platforms, and used QR codes for easy access and sign-up via
smartphones (see Figure 1). Student requests were relayed to designated instructors,
Philip Bailey and Myles Grogan, who conducted face-to-face practice sessions for
students prior to testing throughout the academic year. This proactive approach
resulted in 10 students undertaking the EIKEN test through ACE, half of whom used
the preparation service (see Table 1). To further augment EIKEN preparation
opportunities, ACE aspires to expand practice sessions

. Figure 1. EIKEN Preparation System
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Table 1. Number of Participants

EIKEN Participants u oun | wLanan |
Summer Session 2023 1 (Writing) S j S
Fall Session 2023 1 (Writing - Speaking) 1 . - .. i
Winter Session 2024 4 (Writing - Speaking) WW



2. ACE Lessons:

Throughout the academic year, ACE Lessons were designed to be wide-ranging,
encompassing vocabulary, grammar-focused, topic-based, and situation-themed
lessons. The second semester introduced a more standardised structure, using an
English conversation textbook with varying units and themes each week. These lessons
consistently emphasised the development of the four language skills—reading, writing,
listening, and speaking—while adhering to a communicative and student-centred

approach.

3. Lunchtime English Cafe:

The Lunchtime English Cafe, a more informal and relaxed alternative to ACE Lessons,
featured Philip Bailey as the sole full-time teacher for all sessions (see Figure 2). In an
effort to enhance the Lunchtime English Cafe experience, ACE hopes to foster a more

authentic cafe atmosphere to attract a broader student participation.

Figure 2. Lunchtime English Café
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4. Annual Events:

This year, we co-hosted the “Tanabata Festival 2023”, the "Halloween Event 2023" and
the "Winter Event 2023" with the International Exchange Office as part of our usual



lineup of events. All events centered around the first floor of the Shigaku-kan building,
making it convenient for students to join. For the Tanabata Festival, we organized
English riddles (see Figure 3), while for the Halloween Event, we conducted a stamp
rally activity (see Figure 4 and Table 2). For the Winter Event, we hosted quizzes to
help students feel the fun of learning English (see Figure 5). Moving forward, we aim to
keep fostering activities that keep students motivated in their English learning

journey.

Figure 3. Tanabata Festival
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Table 2. Number of Participants in the Stamp Rally Activity

Faculties Departments Participants
) Japanese Language and Literature 6
Literature
History and Culture 0
Education Education 28
) ) Human and Social Sciences 0
Human and Social Sciences
Sports and Health Sciences 1
Pharmacy Pharmacy 2
Total 37

Figure 5. Winter Event 2023
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During the "Winter Event 2023" photo contest, participants were invited to submit
photos related to the theme of "Happiness" to tani-WA. The aim of this activity was to

raise awareness of the ACE program more broadly (see Table 3).

Table 3. Number of Participants in the Photo Contest

Faculties Departments Participants
) Japanese Language and Literature 1
Literature
History and Culture 7
Education Education 18
. ) Human and Social Sciences 4
mnan and Social Scien
Sports and Health Sciences 13
Pharmacy Pharmacy 11
Total 54
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3. Phil's Corner

It has been a great start to the new academic year!

The semester started in spring, which is the season of new |ife. New classes,
new students, everything is new! This is my first year as a full-time teacher 2t
Osaka Ohtani University, so a new job tool | have already made a new

friendl...Tari-Chan! Anyway, | have felt & lot of positivity around me on
campus and | bofiove that it's going to be a really good semester for [
averyone. Stay positive, keep motivated and let's have a great year!
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