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Students’ will develop basic writing skills in a variety of formats and topics through structured and self-chosen writing
assignments.
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The aims of this course are to develop Students’ writing abilities on several levels: choosing topics and getting ideas,
reviewing basic grammar and vocabulary necessary to write in a variety of formats, organizing ideas into paragraphs and
longer compositions, and expressing their own opinions and narratives.
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Students will be graded on class work and on several longer writing assignments. Depending on students’ needs,
grammar and other reviews and exercises will be given. For each lengthy assignment, 2 grades will be given: one for
grammar, spelling, format, etc., and the other for creativity and ideas. Students will be required to finish a 1500-word ,
non-graded, journal.
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A Japanese-English dictionary is useful for this class
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First Semester:

Weeks 1-3  Review of the basics
What is a paragraph?
Finding topics and getting ideas

Weeks 4-6 Writing about yourself
Filling out forms
Letters: formal and informal

Weeks 7-9 Describing places
Joining ideas into phrases and compound sentences

Weeks 10-12  Daily activities: organizing ideas by time
Short narratives

Weeks 13-15  Describing people
(1500 words in journal due)

Second Semester:

Weeks 1-3 Explaining cause and effect

Giving advice
Weeks 4-6 Expressing opinions

Writing about Japan
Weeks 7-9 Comparisons

Weeks 10-12  Narratives: interviewing people and writing about the past
Weeks 13-15  The past and future
(final 1500 words in journal due)




